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Africa Development is the quarterly bilingual journal of CODESRIA. It is a social
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among African scholars from a variety of intellectual persuasions and various
disciplines. The journal also encourages other contributors working on Africa or
those undertaking comparative analysis of Third World issues.

Africa Development welcomes contributions which cut across disciplinary
boundaries. Articles with a narrow focus and incomprehensible to people outside
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Women’s Studies and Studies of Women in Africa During the 1990s l

Amina Mama

Following an introduction which situates African women’s studies in the
context of international feminism, regional political and institutional conditions,
the first section addresses recent publications in the general field of state and
politics, from precolonial times to the present. Section two reviews a range of
material grouped under the heading of cultural studies: namely studies of
women and gender dynamics in the areas of religion and sexuality, and the
innovative women-speak research favoured by the women’s movement, often
referred to as ‘Herstories’. Section three is devoted to a consideration of the
historical and contemporary literature on all aspects of women’s mvolvemem
in various spheres of work and the economy.

To conclude, the author questions the relationship between women'’s
studies and the women’s movement in Africa, highlighting the importance
of developing an activist intellectual tradition in which African women’s
studies emanate from the concemns of interests of the African women’s
movement, and are directed towards the positive transformation of African
gender relations.

Globalization and Social Policy in Afriea. Issues and Research Directions
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relationship between Globalization and Social Policy in Africa.

It not only aims at offering some understanding of the two processes by
themselves along with the issues their study embodies and raises, but also
identifying ambiguities and gaps, and the several directions, their studies-are
taking. The review reveals that there are several agendas in the study of the
subject, not all clear and explicit, but definitely related to larger questions such as
ideologies, politics, geography and other forms of identities and vested interests.

The work commences with clarifying and challenging the notions of
globalization and social policy as well as identifying some trends and dynamics in
their study. Some important issues such as state-society relations, inequality and
poverty, gender relations, economic restructuring and social change, and
citizenship and rights are examined. This Working Paper concludes with a call for
methodological orientations and analyses which are open, critical and sufficiently
resilient to engage multiple and plural theoretical and comparative questions in
relevant and meaningful analyses and in equally productive directions.
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