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The State, Development and Politics
in Ghana is a collection of essays
that provides a focussed and serious :
analysis of the country’s political, S oot e
economic, agrarian and social devel- ,:1H\1'] EY i
opment within the African continent.

AND
POL mcs

Ghana’s political rule has encom-
passed virtually the whole gamut of
political power, ranging from military
dictatorships, parliamentary democ-
racy to populism. Its economic
policies in turn have ranged from
state nationalism to neo-colonialist
laissez-faire. It is this wide ranging
experience that singles Ghana out as
one of the singularly fascinating and
complex examples of economic man-
agement under structural adjustments programmes.

Previous studies have tended to treat the state in Ghana as an essentially
irrelevant encumbrance on Ghanaians themselves, portraying in idyllic terms
the social struggles that are taking place, concentrating on the exotic and the
ephemeral.

In an attempt to share the lessons of Ghana’s experience, this collection
edited by the late Emmanuel Hansen and Kwame A. Ninsin is a serious
attempt by Ghanaian scholars to come to grips with the reality of their
country, adding a particularly and, more rare, inherently indigenous voice to
the debate on the country’s development. They clearly point out that as long
as social struggles are a main feature of the society the question of the role
of the state will remain central to it.

ISBN 1 870784 04 9 (Paperback)
1 870784 05 7 (Hardback)



Capital Goods, Technological .
Change and Accumulation in Nige- EHF"M Emms

ia looks at the problems of technol-
ogy by foeussing on developments in | 1EGHNOLOGICAL CHANGE
the country’s capital goods sector. 1t | AND ACCUMULATION

that if underdevel un-
tries are 10 temminate. tow proses | IN NIGERIA

external economic dependence and odited by
achieve successful industrialization, it A Fadahunsi
is crucial they develop a local capital B. U. N. Igwe
goods sub-sector. It also argues that
Nigeria is one of the few countries in
Africa outside apartheid South Africa
with this potential.

Much of the conventional literature
in this arena has been incapable of
identifying key variables in the economic system apart from the price mech-
anism, with its tendency to view technology as ‘exogenously’ determined.
Little or no attention has been paid to the local capacity for the production
of goods that will satisfy the need for technologies that are ‘appropriate’ for
development. In this book a research team of social and natural scientists
sets out to ask why a society so richly endowed in manpower and natural
resources has failed to set up the type of industries that have historically
proved crucial to the accumulation and acquisition of technology. Why is it
that despite widely publicized declarations of intent and the production of
elaborate plans, so little has been done?

Edited by Akin Fadahunsi and B. U. N. Igwe the book brings together
major contributions to the debate on economic development in third world
countries, and is a vital tool for anyone interested or involved in the indus-
trialization and technological development of African economies



The Concept of Human Rights in Africa

attempts to reconceptualise human rights

ideology from the standpoint of the work- THE GGNEEPT IJF
ing people of the continent. It argues that HUMAN HIGHTS

the dominant human rights discourse
in/fand on Africa, however well-inten- IN AEHIGA
tioned, is objectively a part of the ideo- Issa G Shivi

logies of domination. Both the critique of
the dominant discourse as well as the rec-
onceptualisation are located firmly within
the current social science and juris-
prudential  debates - on  democratic
struggles in Africa.

Hitherto, the human rights debate in Af-
rica has been an exclusive preserve of
lawyers and philosophers. Professor Shiv-
ji breaks new ground in this book in that
the firmly anchors the debate on the so-
cial and political places without losing sight of its legal and philosophical
dimensions.

While greatly stimulating for the general reader, this work can be fruitfully
used in colleges and universities in such academic disciplines as sociology,
political science, development studies as well as law and jurisprudence.

ISBN 1 870784 02 2 (Paperback)
1170784 03 0 (Hardback)
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