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 NEW RELEASE
 CODESRIA BOOK SERIES

 THE
 STATE
 AND
 AGRICULTURE
 IN
 AFRICA

 The nature of Agricultural transforma
 tion in Africa is shrouded with too many
 facile generalizations. During the current
 conjuncture, the most widely used concepts
 to describe African agriculture are stagna
 tion and collapse.

 Challenging these static and simplistic
 notions, this book demonstrates the diverse

 and heteregeneous patterns of agrarian

 jFi t <L change in Africa. Consisting of 13 case
 studies, the book presents a typology wich
 is reflective of the politico-economic diver
 sity of Africa.

 Thus, two "etatist" and two "market ori

 ented" regimes represent the "mineral-rent countries", while the other
 cases focus on countries which rely predominantly on agriculture.
 Among the latter, a further classification isolates the specific case of
 the more environmentally fragile economies of the Sahel. Mean
 while, contributors explore local, national and global dimensions that

 shape the relationship between the State and agriculture.
 The result is an excellent comparative overview of the African

 experience and portrays the varied process of change in the structures
 and relations of production and social differentiation.

 This new book in the CODESRIA BOOK SERIES, is intended to

 encourage African researchers to reflect on the changing realities of
 the continent and to present the outcome to a wide public. As such the
 book should find a place on any reading list that addresses Agriculture
 in Africa as well as the continent's overall development.

 Price : US $ 22 (Paperback)
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 The book is the outcome of a National Working Group in
 Tanzania under the auspicies of CODESRIA. The focus is on elucidat
 ing relations between the State and the working people in post
 independence Tanzania. In addition to a powerful introduction by Issa
 Shivji, the rest of the six chapters tackle the parliament and the
 electoral process, the party, labour legislation, the State and peasantry,

 cooperative societies and marketing boards
 and student struggles. According to one of
 the recent reviews THE

 STATE

 AND THE

 WORKING PEOPLE
 IN

 TANZANIA

 Edit*4 by 6 Shiv|i

 To try and analyse the crisis in
 Africa is by no means an easy task. But what
 makes the present work even more interest
 ing is that it focuses attention on Tanzania.
 As Issa Shivji puts it, "The Tanzania State is
 among the few in Africa which has hitherto
 managed to sustain a liberal image while at
 the same time establishing a virtual organi
 zational hegemony over its working people
 and popular classes". How did Tanzania

 achieve this enviable record? This is one of the questions which this

 collection of essays seeks to answer.

 On the whole the book makes a very valid contribution to po

 litical debates going on in Africa. It would be compulsory reading
 for anyone wishing to understand the nature of neo-colonial societies,
 the role of the State in destroying democratic organizations.

 Africa Events

 Price : US $ 10 (Paperback)
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