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 The book argues convincingly that postcolonial
 Zimbabwe's economic development is hurt by the strength of
 former white settlers, allied to international capital, and
 threatened by neighboring South Africa, to which Zimbabwe is
 linked by trade and transport. According to the book,
 Zimbabwe's African leadership, lacking the power to confront
 local whites and foreign business, pleads for unity and patience
 and stresses the progress since colonialism, rather than responding
 to labor and peasant dissatisfaction. ...Supersedes Michael G.
 Schatzberg, ed., The political Economy of Zimbabwe 1984,
 which is less current and detailed than "Mandaza. Excellent
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 An unusual... and impressive text on
 post-colonial Zimbabwe with the editor presenting a tour de
 force, a forceful analysis of the struggle that led to independence
 and the nature of the post-white settler colonial state.

 Mandaza's analysis of the post-colonial Zimbabwean
 State reveals several similarities with post-colonial experiences
 elsewhere in Africa: A state that progressively cuts itself off from
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 independence while consolidating its role as a mediator between
 capital and labour and as a base for the accumulation and
 expansion of the African petit bourgeoisie.

 The book comprises of thirteen chapters divided into
 sections on politics, the economy, the agrarian question, the
 labour movement and social development. It is a book on
 Zimbabwe written entirely by Zimbabweans.

 The political economy on transition is an essential
 purchase not only for the sharp insights that it provides into
 post-independent Zimbabwe but also as an historical document of
 - to paraphrase Amilcar Cabrai - the struggles that mark Africans,
 return to their history...
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