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 THE STATE AND THE WORKING

 PEOPLE IN TANZANIA

 Issa G. Shivji (Ed.)
 (London, 1986)

 The book is the outcome of a National Working Group in Tanzania under the
 auspices of CODESR1A. The focus is on elucidating relations between the state and the
 working people in post-independence Tanzania. In addition to a powerful introduction by
 Issa Shivji, the rest of the six chapters tackle the parliament and the Electoral Process, the
 Party, Labour Legislation, the State and peasantry, cooperative societies and marketing
 boards and student struggles. As a recent review indicated...

 to try and analyse the crisis in Africa is by no means an easy task. But what makes
 the present work even more interesting is that it focuses attention on Tanzania. As Issa
 Shivji puts it, "The Tanzanian state is among the few in Africa which has hitherto managed
 to sustain a liberal image while at the same time establish a virtual organizational
 hegenemony over its working people and popular classes. "How did Tanzania achieve
 thia enviable record? This is one of the questions which this collection of essays seeks to
 answer.

 On the whole the book makes a very valid contribution to politioal debate· going
 on in Africa. It would be compulsory reading for anyone wishing to understand the nature
 of neo-colonial societies, the role of the state in destroying democratic organizations.

 Africa Events

 ZIMBABWE: THE POLITICAL

 ECONOMY OF TRANSITION
 Ibbo Mandaza (Ed.)

 (London, 1986)

 An unusual... and impressive text on post-colonial Zimbabwe with the editor
 presenting a tour da force, a forceful analysis of the struggle that led to independence and
 the nature of the post-white settler colonial state.

 Mandaza's analysis of the post-colonial Zimbabwean State reveals several
 similarities with post-colonial experiences elsewhere in Africa: A state that progressively
 cuts itself off from popular participation by those who were mobilized to fight for
 independence while consolidating its role as a mediator between capital and labour and as a
 base for the accumulation and expansion of the African petit bourgeoisie.

 The book comprises of thirteen chapters divided into sections on politics, the
 economy, the agrarian question, the labour movement and social development. It is a book
 on Zimbabwe written entirely by Zimbabweans.

 The political economy on transition is an essential purchase not only for the sharp
 insights that it provides into post-independent Zimbabwe but also as an historical document
 of - to paraphrase Amilcar Cabrai - the struggles that mark Alricans, return to their
 history

 African Times
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