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The State and the Working People in Tanzania is

the outcome of a National Working Group in Tan-
zania under the auspices of the Council for the
Development of Economic and Social Research in
Africa (CODESRIA). The book focuses on elucidating
relations between the state and the working people
in post-independence Tanzania. Although varied in
details and nuances, the central theme of all the
contributions demonstrates the rise of an
authoritarian state as an organization of the com-
pradore ruling class under imperialist hegemony
and the simultaneous suppression and cooptation of
independent organizations of the working people.

This book is probably the first of 1its kind on
Tanzania in that it +touches on an area which
hitherto has found 1little favour with scholars
submerged in Tanzania-phobia. Yet many of the
young and committed intellectuals who have con-
tributed to this book feel that an in-depth
analysis of the state in Tanzania is absolutely
necessary 1if the future direction of the country
is to be comprehended, and if the working people
are to take their rightful place in the transfor-
mation of their lives. Thus these young radicals
have decided to take upon themselves the task of
saying, 'The Emperor has no clothes on’.

Paper back: £6.95 | US$ 11 / Hard cover: £13.95 | US$ 22
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Zimbabwe: The Political Economy of Transition
focuses on the relationship between the im-
perialist and white settler colonial legacy on the
one hand, and the pattern of political and socio-
economic development in the post-independence era
on the other. To what extent and with what con-
sequences does this 1legacy - 1its political,
economic, social, cultural and ideological
manifestations - constitute structural limitations
on the developmental momentum and ambitions of
Zimbabwe? Given the nature and history of the na-
tional Liberation Movement, its class and
ideological content, how is the new state in Zim-
babwe to be characterized in terms of new al-
liances and stances, and in the light of the cur-
rent configuration of forces at the regional and
global levels? And, therefore, what have been the
achievements and pitfalls? And, on the basis of
such analyses, what of the future?

This study is the work of a group of Zimbab-
wean intellectuals who share a common commitment
to national development. It represents their con-
tribution to the continuing struggle against the
forces that made the attaimment of national inde-
pendence so bloody and protracted; and 1in whose
eventual defeat the people of Zimbabwe will find
genuine (economic and political) independence and
peace. It 1is a rejection of analyses and assump-
tions based upon either wishful misreading of the
historical process or ideological self-indulgence.
It 1is an attempt to explain why things are what
they are; and how, on the basis of the current
configuration of social, regional and global
forces, those interested in the furtherance of the
struggle might begin to organize and plan for the
way forward.

Ibbo Mandaza, the editor, is a Zimbabwean
scholar and public servant. He has researched and
written extensively in the field of social-science
and development with particular reference to Zim-
babwe and Southern Africa.
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