FOCUS ON RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTES
PLEINS FEUX SUR LES INSTITUTS DE RECHERCHE
ET DE FORMATION

THE CENTRE OF AFRICAN STUDIES

The Centre of African Studies of the Universidade Eduardo Mon-
llane is a research institute and has two principal area-subject specialisa-
tions: the study of the socio-economic conditions of Mozambique in its
transition from colonial-capitalism to socialism. and the study of Mozam-
bique within the Southern African region.

Building a strong base for a socialist society means essentially
transforming the system of production inherited from the colonial econo-
my. This is why in the choice of issues for research, the CEA focusses on
problems of transforming production. These studies are important not
only for the issues of transformation which they pose, but also for the ways
in which they help in the construction of a stronger historical understan-
ling of the patterns of colonial exploitation from which transformation begins.

Studies of production are not seen merely at the level of raising pro-
ductivity, as though production and politics are seperate. FRELIMO’s
tradition and leadership enforce the insistence that the mobilisation of pro-
ductivity is a political act, and needs political organisation, and the raising
of productivity is inextricably bound up with the need to reorganise the
labour process so that the worker-peasant alliance wields the power of the
state. Thus studies of the rural economy for the process of socialisation
involve not only the enlargement of the economic productive base, but
equally the reordering of social relations. The research results of the
Centro’s projects are published in monograph form and are generally direc-
ted towards organized structures within FRELIMO and the government ;
MOZAMBICAN STUDIES (in its Mozambican edition ESTUDOS MOCAM-
BICANOS) is addressed to a more general audience.
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