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EDITORIAL

Badar Alam Igbal*

It is a well-established that the promotion of regional development always
results in a higher degree of socioeconomic development, for every country
or region, whether they are developed, developing or least-developed
economies. African economies are no exception to this rule. This idea is
even more valid and more relevant for the ongoing economic and social
development (two faces of the same coin) of African economies, where there
is greater room for accelerating the pace of growth and development.

The role of Africa in the global economy and its contribution has
been growing year after year. According to calculations by the African
Development Bank (ADB), the growth rate of the aggregate real GDP
of African economies was predicted to reach 4.0 per cent in 2019 and
4.1 per cent in 2020. Although these growth rates are still lower than those
witnessed by emerging economies, namely China and India, it is believed
that African economies will nevertheless exceed the average growth rate in
other developing countries and emerging economies.’

To reach their objectives of attaining quantitative development (higher
GDP) and qualitative development (improvement in standard of living and
quality of life), African states will have to take integrated and systematic
measures aimed at solving the persistent and alarming problems of the
continent, such as accelerating the pace of development of the economy,
trade and the social sector. Major challenges are still faced by African
nations, namely poverty, hunger, disease, lack of education, underdeveloped
infrastructures (hard and soft), increasing dependence on resource exports,
and the influence of foreign monopolies.

The emerging economies, especially the non-African BRICS countries
(including Brazil, Russia, India, and China), in their turn, have been
showing increasing interest in the African region in recent years. At the 2022
BRICS Summit, these nations emphasised the need for and significance
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of achieving progress through collaboration between developing countries,
especially global South cooperation, in terms of trade and investment flow,
which is the sine qua non for the acceleration of the pace of growth and
development. Two emerging economies—China and India—must play the
role of promoters, not rivals.

When working for economic and social development for the continent,
developed and developing countries must establish backward and forward
linkages with African countries. The developed countries of the global North
must keep in mind the newly emerging trends of African development,
which include the delegation of authority to supranational organisations
(the African Union and other regional institutions), ecologically sustainable
development of human capital and the infrastructure, formation of
the ICT market, development of Big Data and Al, and other equally

important processes.

Why a Special Issue?

The general rule on development highlighted above was recently interrupted
by the Covid-19 crisis, a crisis that has had far-reaching and direct impact
and implications for African economies, not least because it drastically
affected the movement of goods and services, resulting in an unbearable
consequences on African businesses and SMEs. To what extent has this
affected Africa’s role in the global economy?

Keeping in mind the persisting challenges arising out of Covid-19, there
was an urgent need to discuss the different issues relating to this pandemic at
length. This formed the justification for this issue of Africa Development in
which we undertake to examine critical issues that are directly and indirectly
related to the impact and implications of Covid-19 on African economies.

In all, eleven papers were received. Out of these, seven were selected for
inclusion in this special issue. The papers were vigorously peer reviewed by
two reviewers to ensure high scientific quality. These seven papers touch on
different issues of Covid-19 and African development. But as it has become
a tradition in CODESRIA, we also use the pages of this journal to publish
the Thandika Mkandawire Annual Memorial Lecture which was prepared
separately by Fiona Tregenna and delivered in 2022.

The Structure of the Papers

The first paper by Felix Fofana N’Zue and Adjoua Math Komenan aims to
provide a better understanding of the possible link or interaction between
the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic in West Africa, as proxied by the
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rate of infection, and the state of governance in the ECOWAS countries.
The article finds that governance did not significantly impact the Covid-19
infection rate in the ECOWAS region, but tourism and external debt did.
The authors then urge development partners to pay close attention to the
reliability of Covid-19 confirmed cases to ensure that the data collected is
not manipulated for any reasons whatsoever.

The second paper, authored by Tope Akinyetun, examines the regional
impact of the pandemic on the security and development in the Sahel.
The author finds that Covid-19 exacerbated the threat of insecurity in
the region due to pre-existing weak governance, poor state capacity, and
climate change, which were already worsening and causing more risks
and increasing the severity of violent conflicts. The result of this has
been further fragility, loss of income, food insecurity, displacement, loss
of livelihood, increased poverty, unemployment, hunger, humanitarian
crises and contracting economies.

The third paper, by Tolulope Osinubi, Cleopatra Ibukun and Titus
Ojeyinka, investigates the effect of the Covid-19 lockdown and ‘work-
from-home’ approach on academic activities in Nigeria. The study used
bivariate and multivariable regression and the results show that factors such
as inadequate power supply, inadequate electricity access, poor workspace,
inadequate access to research materials, health status and increased care for
children and the elderly during the Covid-19 lockdown were significantly
associated with a decline in the share of time devoted to work from home
during the pandemic.

The fourth paper by Stella Okoroafor, explores the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic on the financial performance of small and medium-
scale enterprises (SMEs) in the South East geopolitical zone of Nigeria. It
analyses the effect of the pandemic on the revenue, profitability and access to
credit of SMEs in the region. The findings reveal that Covid-19 significantly
reduced SMEs’ profitability and revenue but did not significantly reduce
their access to credit, which were the parameters used to measure the financial
performance of SMEs over the period in view. The author recommends
that business owners should adapt to the new norm and technology, and
innovate to find opportunities to grow sales and improve revenue, reduce
overhead expenses, minimise costs and improve profit margins.

Written by Verena Tandrayen-Ragoobur, Boopen Seetanah, Sheereen
Fauzel and Viraiyan Teeroovengadum, the next article analyses learners
perception of their ability to adapt to online learning and the challenges
encountered as well as opportunities offered by this new e-learning
environment in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, using Mauritius as a
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case study. The results show that Covid-19 was a major disruption in higher
education studies. There is an urgent need to rethink and, where possible,
redesign the existing education system to be prepared for future shocks and
build an effective and efficient education system.

In the sixth article in this issue by Ivan Kagimu, assesses the success of the
Covid-19 relief disbursement and social relief programmes in East Africa,
as well as the mechanisms that were used to draw lessons from them by
comparing these with programmes outside Africa in order to better structure
such social relief programmes in the future. The paper finds that, in many
countries in East Africa, Covid-19 relief programmes failed due to a lack
of up-to-date multidimensional data on people’s living standards, income
and poverty levels. The author suggests that if East African countries are to
run effective social relief programmes, they must build comprehensive and
multilayered (resident) data collection systems to guide the programmes.

The next is a study by Ismail Changalima who provides insight into how
Covid-19 pandemic affected public procurement operations, as well as the
role of public procurement during the pandemic. The paper synthesizes
relevant literature on Covid-19 and public procurement in the African
context. This review of literature on Africa up to the year 2022 was taken
into consideration to enrich the findings of the intervention.

Finally, the last paper, written in French by researchers in Senegal, Sidia
Diaouma Badiane, Amadou Tandjigora, Thierno Bachir Sy, Adjani Nourou
Dine Yessoufou and Mamoudou Déme, focuses on the effect of COVID-19
pandemic on informal companies in the Senegalese agricultural sector. It
shows how difficult it was to supply raw materials and sell products during the
pandemic and also the negative consequences on the entrepreneur's turnover.

Researchers, planners and policy-makers will find the contents of these
papers insightful, relevant and useful. Also targeted are organisations
working around African development issues. Planners and policy makers
will find in this issue idea that might go a long way in helping them prepare
for any such crises in the future.

As the Guest Editor, I wish to appreciate the contribution of the
reviewers, editorial staff and the publisher, without whose concerted efforts
this collection would not have seen the light of day.

Note

1. hteps://www.afdb.org/en/documents/african-economic-outlook-aeo-2019-
english-version



