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Editorial

Money, Security and Democratic Governance
in Africa (IT)

This special edition of Africa Development is published posthumously. It is
dedicated to the memory of Naffet Keita who wrote the introductory article,
of the first issue on this thematic volume (Africa Development, Volume XLIV,
No. 1, 2019), but passed away before the editorial process was completed.
He died in a traffic accident on Monday 22™ October 2018, together with
his friend and colleague Ambroise Dakouo, on their way to participate in a
seminar on security in Ségou, Mali. For a period of over twenty years, Naffet
continued to research, write about and provide policy advise on questions
related to conflict and radicalisation in Mali, distinguishing himself as one
of the few grounded experts on security issues in Africa. Some of his most
important publications include a book on the subject of the Tuareg Rebellion,
another on slavery in Mali, a research on unemployment and development
in underdeveloped countries, and more recently, a book on telephony and
mobility in Mali. Amongst many things, he argues that radicalisation is the
product of a failure by governments and political systems to provide the
basic needs of society. In other words, insecurity arises out of a rupture of
the social contract.

This edition of Africa Development is the second of four thematic
issues bringing together a selection of contributions from the international
conference on “Money, Security and Democratic Governance in Africa’,
organised by CODESRIA and the United Nations Office for West Africa
(UNOWAS) in Bamako, Mali, from 19 and 20 October 2017. The meeting
followed a series of policy dialogues between the two organisations and
research communities on the continent, part of CODESRIA’s engagements
in seeking empirically grounded answers to critical questions on security
and governance in Africa. Naffet Keita was a resource person during the
conference, delivering one of the keynotes.

Security, governance and money are intimately linked. Governance
challenges are known to fuel insecurity which in turn undermines efforts at
promoting good governance in many countries. Illicit financial flows have
the tendency to subvert good governance and fuel insecurity. The illicic



2 Africa Development, Volume XLIV, No. 2, 2019

proceeds of transnational organized crime, including drugs and human
trafficking have become big contributors to governance challenges in Africa.
Ilicit funds have permeated, and compromised electoral and governance
processes and structures in a number of countries. Furthermore, many
groups are known to be using proceeds from various forms of trafficking
to purchase arms and pay for operations. Difficulties in domestic resource
mobilization undercut the ability of states and supra-state entities to
provide adequate security. Countries and regional organizations often
depend heavily on external funding for their operations, thereby raising
new concerns.

New efforts to reinforce security agencies in response to insurgencies
and terrorism also raise concerns over a resurgence of the state security
paradigm after the rise of human security in the 1990s. This return to the
primacy of force not only crowds out investments in other vital areas of
service delivery, but also threatens much of the progress made in focusing
on the links between governance and security.

Contributions provide responses to several pertinent questions: To what
extent do illicit financial flows undermine democratic governance and
security in Africa and what are the sources of the funds involved in these
flows? What are the effective ways to curb the influence of illicit money
on democratic governance and security in Africa? How are gender and age
involved in the interactions of money, security and governance? How can
social movements, especially those involving women and the youth, help curb
the influence of illicit financial flows on democratic governance and security
in Africa? How has investment in law enforcement agencies and security
forces affected the capacity and interest of African states to deal with human
development challenges? What are some of the deleterious ‘side effects’ of
efforts to curb the influence of illicit flows on democratic governance and
security in Africa?



